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EDITORIAL 

The New Delhi Assembly. Nobody can gainsay the fact that the 
Third Assembly of the W. C. C. was a remarkable achievement of 
careful and spirit guided organization and cooperation. In a vast 
gathering of some two thousand people of different nations, races 
cultures and tongues and of such long duration lasting over a period 
of about three weeks, how smoothly and efficiently all things worked. 

The volume of work gone through also was enormous, as every one 
felt the strain of continuos work day in and day out. The plenary, 
sectional and sub-sectional meetings and study classes lasted from 
morning till late at night. The addresses in the plenary 
sessions had to be mimeographed and distributed before, besides 
the reports of sections and sub-sections which were meeting daily, 
which entailed work all through the night for the office staff. Even 
if all the men and money were available without the zealous and 
hearty cooperation of one and all concerned the work could not have 
been so successfully turned out. Certainly the spirit of God was 
brooding over the whole affair. 

At Amsterdam the churches got together, at Evanston they 
decided to stay together and at New Delhi they openly declared to 
grow together. If the child was born at Amsterdam, in the brief 
period of six years it reached its adolescence and received its 
confirmation at Evanston and on the 13th year at New Delhi a 
happpy marriage had taken place of W. C. C. with the I. M. C. 
This joining of hands has sealed to make mission the * main aim of 
the whole movement. The Ecumenical Movement will now certainly 
move with a mission. 

The most noticeable achievement of the whole Assembly was 
the addition of 23 more churches to its membership. The most 
conspicuous addition was that of the Russian Church, with 50 million 
people together with the other iron curtain churches of Bulgaria, 
Rumania and Poland with 13 million people. In the Central 
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Dr Ramsey is reported to have said, ‘ If all the beards at the 
Ssembly were cut and stuffed, what a holy mattress they woij 
make.” 

The Visit of the Eastern Delegates to the Syrian Church of 

Malabar The twenty and odd Eastern delegates, who could find time 
m tome to Kerala, must have realized that by coming to India that 
theyhave not come to a totally nonchnst.an country. The number of 
Christians they met, the wayside crosses they came across and the 
number of churches scattered all over the country in such grea 
profusion must have been quite a contiast to what they experienced 
in New Delhi. There is in Malabar the old church which is 
believed to have been founded by the Apostle St. Thomas. From 
very ancient times St. Thomas and India were very closely associated. 
The two terms are almost synonymous, says Dr. Mingana. ine 
connection of the church was with the Catholicos of the East, w . h0 
had his headquarters in Tigris, and was the glory of the Persian 
Church, whose missionary activities were second to none in an 
Christian history. Steady stream of missionaries used to come to 
India from the Persian Church whose tombs are here even tcjday. 
There are still to be seen certain Persian cro>ses with Pahlavi 
inscriptions which are over a thousand years c Id. The churches 
connection with the Syrian Patriarch of Antioch is only of compara¬ 
tively recent times. It is this connection that aligns the Malabar 
Church with the minor Eastern churches which are anti-chalcedoman* 
But it should be reraembefed that the Malabar Church had no direc 
part in the Council of Chalcedon. Nevertheless it too had be en 
stigmatised as a schismatic church. Since the Council of Chalcedoo, 
Eastern churches had the opportunity of g ett * n £ 
g er as they did here this time. During the period of ^ el 
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stay here the representatives of the Greek, Russian, Rumanian, 
Bulgarian, Armenian and Ethiopian Churches have not only met 
together, but prayed and worshipped together. The people of this 
country had the golden opportunity to see the various liturgies 
celebrated, which they seldom had seen before. The guests also 
attended the celebration of the Syrian Liturgy and preached in 
churches. The visit of the Eastern prelates was undoubtedly an 
epoch making event in the history of Eastern churches. One 
could only wish that this could happen more often. 

Intercommunion and the Ecumenical Movement. In all the three 
world assemblies certain churches sponsored open communion 
services but in none of them all the member churches have participated. 

At Evanston in 1954 St. Mark’s Episcopal church was the scene of 
the open communion, but not even all the Episcopalians had 
participated in it. The Anglo-catholics had even violently protested 
against it. At Lausanne in i960 the World Youth conference with 
some 1800 delegates strongly appealed to the World Council to do 
away the scandal of separate tables at the World Council general 
meetings. The 160 and odd youth participants at New Delhi 
reiterated the appeal of Lausanne. The Church of India, Burma, 
Ceylon and Pakistan arranged an open communion service in which 
not even all the Anglicans have participated. Some among them 
have even expressed strong views against it. The position of the 
World Council in this matter is that the World Council is not a 
church and it is for the individual churches to decide if it should 
have intercommunion with another. This also appears to be the 
position taken up by the Faith and order Commission of the WC. 

The Orthodox Churches have made it clear that for them inter¬ 
communion is not a means to church reunion but is the end itself. 
Holy Communion does not mean the same thing to different churches. 

To some it is simply a symbol, a remembrance. To others it is a 
supreme act of faith. The Bread and the Wine are the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ, in which one can participate only after 
thorough Repentance and Absolution, the result of which would be 
an absolute Renewal of life. Where there is such wide conflict of 
views, how can there be intercommunion. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury has rightly said in the matter of reunion of churches 
there must be respect for truth. The same is true of intercommunion. 

Welcome to the Rev. Fr. Paul Varghese Appointed as an Associate 
Gen. Secretary of World Council. The Orthodox Syrian Church 
of Malabar is happy over the appointment of one of her members 
to the responsible position of an associate General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches. We extend to him our hearty 
congratulations in being appointed to such a high and responsible 
office and may we hope that in absolute dependance on God he will 
handle the difficult task of the Director of Ecumenical Action, which 
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basis, there are 48 million more births than deaths, or 
increase of population is 1. 7 per cent. 

The present world population is two billion nine hundred 
million, and it will double in the next forty yea ■■. of 
people live in economically backward areas and thr ' • 

them do not have enough to eat. The span L of life in No y 
75 years while in Ghana it is only 31. In Norway of the 1000 cnil 
born alive 16 will die before they are one year old. More tn 
5 times as many will die in Yugoslavia and 8 times as many i 
Chile. In at least 88 countries the average income per person per 
day is 50 cents or less. In 57 of these countries the annual per 
capita income is $ KO per year. Between morning and night time 
an average urban worker in the U. S. would eat 4.5 pounds ot 



food. His counterpart in India would eat only 1.25 pounds 01 
food in the same period, and 85 per cent of it will be rice. In other 
words, the East starves, while the West “ slims.” In India the 
intake of calories per day is 1,890, while in Ireland it is 3,510 daily. 

What does it all mean? We have to do our best to restrict the 
population growth, not by artificial means but by the exercise of 
higher powers. It is here religion has to play its part. If man 
descends to the level of ordinary animals, he will lose his intrinsic 
worth. It is also our duty to free us from hunger. 


THE NEW DELHI ASSEMBLY IN RETROSPECT 

The Rev. Dr. C. T. Eapen, Editor , The Star of the East. - 

The two previous world assemblies have been held in the 
western world, one in Amsterdam in 1948 and the other in Evanston 
in 1954. It was a venture of faith to shift the venue of the world 
Christian conference from the Christian west to the non-Christian 
east. Christianity is neither eastern nor western, it is Catholic. So 
it is only in the fitness of things that it should gravitate from its usual 
western haunts to the east to make it as comprehensive as possible. 

The outcome of this change, all would admit had been on the whole 
very satisfactory. India in its traditional way offered the gathering 
a very warm welcome, which was evidenced by the place the daily 
newspapers like The Statesman and the Express gave to the assembly 
news, the grand reception the Indian President gave in Rashtrapati 
Bhavan to the assembly delegates and the warm greetings the dis¬ 
tinguished Prime Minister of India gave'to the assembly in 
person at one of its plenary sessions. The general impression the 
assembly had made on an average Indian was clearly expressed by a 
taxi driver who said, “ Never before have there been so many holy 
men in Delhi at one time.” Delhi had a busy time at that particular 
juncture with the World Industrial Fare going on and the spectacular 
visit of the Russian astronaut Major Gagarin. 

India is predominantly a non-christian country. Only about 
two and a half percent of its population is Christian. Yet the 
delegates have not gone to a country which is totally a stranger to 
Christianity. There is a church in the southernmost corner of India 
which owes its existence to the Apostle Thomas. European and 
American missionaries have said of this part of the country that it 
worshipped the true God while their forefathers worshipped stalks 
and stones. It is not a mere fable. The distinguished scholar 
Dr. Mingana, said, Thomas and India are synonymous. He also 
said, No historians, no poet, no breviary, no liturgy and no writer 
of any kind, who having opportunity of speaking of St. Thomas does 
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Huge as the assembly had be , in Amsterdam m 

of any mean order. The worm phenominal. 
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with all the adolescent uncertainty confusion and awkwaran 
New Delhi saw a wedding. It was the wedding of the Wo 1 t 

and the International Missionary council, which was the g . 
event of New Delhi after years of collaboration. Bishop New g 
says in his preliminary address, “ These two world orgnizations w 
not strangers to each other. Both were products of World Missio 
ary Conference at Edinburgh in 1910. To accomplish its mission 
1MC had to seek unity; to achieve its unity the WCC bad to 
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incorporate mission. If the integration of these two bodies was 
not predestined, it was at least imperative. 


The second great achievement of New Delhi was the acceptance 
of 23 churches as new members, which increased the membership 
from 163 to 197. At Amsterdam the major Christian bodies remained 
outside the council: the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox 
Church of Russia, and the Southern Baptist Convention in U. S. A. 
At New Delhi the R. C. Church sent 5 official observers. They 
could neither speak in sessions nor vote but they were present by the 
invitation of the council and by the appointment from the Vatican. 
At New Delhi the Russian Orthodox Church became a member oj the 
council bringing with it not only its own estimated 50 million 
members but also the other iron curtain churches of Bulgaria with 
5, 963,000 members, Rumania with 13 mill, members, .and.Poland 
with 4 mill, members. The Southern Baptist Convention in USA 
remains still outside and sent no observers to N. D. 


Selection to membership of the Russian Church was a matter of 
great concern to members. In recommending the Russian Church 
the General Secretary said, that absolute priority should be given to 
the question, “ How can the cause of Christ and in particular the 
cause of Christian unity be served best.” Election to membership 
in the council required a two third vote of member churches repre¬ 
sented in the assembly. The Orthodox Church of Russia received 142 
affirmative votes out of a possible 149. There were three votes 
against and 4 abstentions. Among them were Russian Orthodox Greek 
Catholic Church of N. America and the Hungarian Reformed Church 
in America. After the election the representatives of three or four 
churches spoke and they made clear that their votes had no political 
implications but of purely a religious nature. Dr. Carson Eugene 
Blake of U. S A wrote home that the WC would have betrayed its 
religious nature if it had rejected the Russian Church for political 
reason. Mr. Parlin also of U. S. and at present a member of the 
presidium also said that the WC is a religious body and that appli¬ 
cations for membership are judged on the basis of religious belief— 
acceptance of Jesus Christ as God and saviour. 


The addition of the Russian Orthodox Church in the WC with 
72 mill, people shifted the Centre of WC’s membership from the 
west towards the east. The churches of Europe and N. America 
with 21 votes for each continent still have a majority in the central 
committee. But the Eastern Orthodox Church with 17 members in 
the central committee constitutes the largest sectional segment in the 
committee. Asia has 13 and Africa 9. With the shifting of the centre 
to the east the council began to break away from its Anglican-Pro- 
testant anchorage to the Orthodox. It must have been due to the 
gaining of this strength that Archbishop Iakov of the Greek Ortho¬ 
dox Church and a member of the presidium declared that hereafter 
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The Question of one table for all the baptised Christians w as 
1 \rc hr-fore the WCC, though it could not be carried out. There are 
churches 6 in° the WC which strongly believe that communion is no, 
the means for church unity but the end of reunion. At Evanston 
the St Mark’s Episcopal church an open communion service was 
u m was opposed bv the Episcopalians themselves. The 

young people’s conference at Lausanne in 1 960 openly declared that 
ft was a scandal that in ecumenical gatherings all could not take part 
of the same table. The challenge from young people was repeated 
bv 160 youth participants in New Delhi. The distinct position taken 
nr> hv the WCC in inter- communion was an affair of the individual 
churchesandnot 'of the WCC. The WCC would only be Detray,n« 
its trust if it dabbled in individual church affairs. There was an 
open communion service at New Delhi under the auspices of the 
Church of India, Burma, Pakistan and Ceylon. No delc S at e 
forbidden to participate in the communion, but many could not find 
their way to do so. 

The Liturgy of St. James reputed to be the most ancient of 
Liturgies was celebrated for the entire Assembly by His Grace the 
Most Rev. Mar Dionysios, Metropolitan of the Orthodox Syrian 
Church of Malabar, in the shamiana which was generally attended. 
The Kiss of Peace passed by the celebrant was participated by the 
whole congregation, quite symbolic of a state of affair that should 
prevail. The other common services for the assembly were conducted 
by the Church of S. India, the Lutheran Church and the Greek 
Orthodox Church. 

The WCC has though 197 constituent churches the expenses are 
chiefly met by the American and European churches. The new 
budget voted at New Delhi is for $ 1,779, 200. At Amsterdam in 
1948 it was % 265,770 and at Evanston $ 441,000. This does not 
include $ 1,106,000 spent for Interchurch Aid and Service for Refu¬ 
gees and $ 201,150 spent for World Mission and Evangelism. Work 
Tri h^dquarters is in progress costing $ 2, 700,000. Nearly 

chaiimanshin raised by a committee under the able 
chairmanship of the Most Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, the former 
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Presiding Bishop of the American Episcopal Church. The building 
will have 250 office rooms and will be shared by the Lutheran feder¬ 
ation and the World Presbyterian Alliance. It will be locited near 
the UN buildings and the headquarters of the other world organiz¬ 
ations in Geneva. The all too well known 17 route de Malangou 
will be left by the middle of 1963. 

The Ecumenical Movement really moves is a fact. The Roman 
Catholic Church has not yet accepted membership in the council. 

Yet it is taking a growing interest in it is attested by several facts. 

At New Delhi five observers came by the direct appointment of the 
Vatican. The amount of litreature produced by the R. C. C. on 
WCC is really prodigious. The General Secretary, Dr. Hooft, 
observed, that it is so numerous that it is even difficult to keep track 
of it. Those who are in touch with Unitas , Eastern Churches 
Quarterly , Irenikon , Das Correspondents know this full well. Over 
and above all these the summoning of an Ecumenical Council by 
Pope John XXIII is a further prooof of the strong impact made by 
the WCC on the Church of Rome. Had it not been for the WC the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the other heads of the various Protest¬ 
ant churches would not have visited the Pope and carried on friendly 
conversations with him. These are all signs of the momentum the 
WCC has so happily created. 

The WCC really moves. An organization which was funda¬ 
mentally Protestant has now a substantial Orthodox membership 
almost tending to a majority. With the joining of the Russian 
Orthodox Church with 72 millions of people, the Orthodox element 
in the WC has become very significant. In the Central Comm, the 
Orthodox with 17 members has become the largest single segment 
in the committee. The European and N. American membership 
dropped from 22 to 21. People have begun to realise the Ecumeni¬ 
cal Movement which was fundamentally a western enterprise has 
begun to move eastward. The Christian Century of U, S. A said, 
“The council breaks away from its Anglican-Protestant anchorage 
and swings farther towards the Orthodox orbit.” “ The voice of 
Orthodoxy will from now on sound perhaps decisively in all WC 
affairs,” Really the movement moves outward, eastward, and 
inward' The reports on Unity, Witness and Service evidence this 
fact. Space does not allow to go into these separately. 

Apart from all the theological, official business the assembly 
transacted the outstanding achievement of the assembly is the 
personal, private contacts that have been established, which will 
more than anything else bring the churches together. Love can 
cover the numerous theological gulfs that exist between the churches. 
Is it not a wonder to see the Salvation Army, Baptist, Disciple, 
Pentecostal, Lutheran, Anglican and Orthodox sit together, move 
together, discuss together, pray together and even worship together as 
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more effective in a world that is fast gravitating away from H.^ 
The New Delhi Assembly has made memories which cannot soon be 
forgotten. 


CHRISTIANITY IN KURDISTAN 

President Silvis Uan ROOY, International Society Kurdistan, 
Amsterdam . 

Like all West Asia (of which it forms the mountainous 
heart) Kurdistan is a country at the cross-roads of world 
history since times immemorial. And so it is from a religi oU J* 
point of view, Among its neighbours in the Caucasian North 
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there is Armenia, oldest Christian country in the world and in 
the South, Kurdistan is bordering on the Arabs, the bearers of 
Islam in two continents. 

Since centuries, Kurdistan is a predominantly Sunnite Mos 
lem country but there are several educated (non-christian 
Kurds) who believe it would have been better if the Christian 
Gospel had won Kurds instead of the Qoran. Most foreign 
observers agree that Islam has not too deep roots among Kurds 
and the latter are very proud of what they call the Kurdish 
tradition of tolerance. As among other nations of the Iranian 
family (Persians, Pushtu, Tajiks etc.) Kurds preserve many a 
custom of old Aryan (Iranian) paganism. The most important 
day of the Kurdish year is Newroz. This is New Year, the 
Beginning of Spring and the National Day all at the same time. 

The Kurds claim to be descendants of the ancient Medes 
and the Mukri dialect in Persian Kurdistan is indeed still very 
akin to the language of the old Medes. Zoroastrianism seems 
to have been common among the proto- Kurds and Zoroaster 
(Zerdest in Kurdish) is said to have been born in the Mukri 
area. The lk Parthians and Medes and Elamites ” mentioned in 
the Acts of the Apostles II, 9 who came to Jerusalem to hear 
the Gospel can safely be considered as the ancestors of present 
Kurds. According to the legend, the Apostle Thomas was the 
first of Jesus 1 disciples to carry the. Gospel into Kurdistan itself. 

It was Addai who later came to St Thomas assistance and Addai 
was followed by Mari who preached between the river Tigris 
and the little Zab and had Erbil as his centre of operations. 
(Erbil = ancient Arbela is one of the oldest continuously 
inhabited places in the world and was within the scene of the 
Kurdish-Qassimist war this summer). 

The plain of Erbil, with its citadel-like capital, was an 
ancient seat of kings and at Shahrgert, between Dakouka and 
Erbil, Mar Mari of Ourfa (who died 226) converted a monarch 
and his people “ who worshipped trees and sacrificed to an 
image of copper.” Seleukia-Ctesiphon, later the famous seat 
of the Catholicos of the East, was already an important Christian 
centre in the third century. The next century brought a 
terrible persecution of Christians under Sapor II (309-363). 
Those “ Persian Martyrs ” as they are generally referred to, 
came from practically all parts of what is now called Kurdistan. 
After a thorough reorganisation of the Nestorian bishoprics etc. 
in Kurdistan, many of the latter were represented in Seleukia in 
4L0. In spite of renewed persecutions of Kurdish Christians 
shortly after that (under Behram V, 420-440) Mar Saba 
succeeded in converting Kurdish sun-worshippers. In 486, a 
year after Mar Saba’s death, Patriarch Acacyi convened the 
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In 1514, most of Kurdistan was conquered by the Osmanli 
Turks who gradually crushed the feudal petty states of Kur s an 
Foremost among them was the principality of Bohtan w ich 
existed from 837-1848. Three years before its foundation, the 
oldest now known Kurdish literary document was wntw and 
Bitlis, capital of Botan (now a city in Turkish Kurdistan still) 
became famous through “Sheref-Nameh, work of Sheref-Khan 

(of Bitlis) in 1596. 

Russian expansion into the Caucasus and Western antagonism 
to the Islamic Ottoman empire awakened European inteiest in 
the Christians under Moslem rule, especially those under the 
Turks. Consequently Roman Catholicism, Protestantism and 
Eastern Orthodoxy, in the 18th and 19th century especial y, 
rediscovered, though slowly, the remainders ot the once 
flourshing Nestorian Christian church in Kurdistan too. 

Armenians, the Kurds’ northern neighbours who remained 
both Christians and patriots in spite of many catastrophes, often 
served as intermediaries. Before World War 1, the Kurdish and 
the Armenian ethnic areas on Turkish territory were interming¬ 
led to a very high degree and even to-day the Armenian 
Socialist Soviet Republic has the largest of the small Kurdish 
enclaves in the USSR. (Arrarat, the mountain on which Noah s 
arc is said to have stranded, is still especially dear as Kurds and 
Armenians). In the Vatican it was the “ Congregratio de 
Propaganda Fide ” who tried to develop the first Latin alphabet 
or the Kurdish language and it were Italian Dominican fathers 
.who wrote the first European “area study ” of Kurdistan (1818) 

PrnJiiL. lrSC Weste rn-language text book of Kurdish (178). 
t interest in Kurdistan set in with the development 
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of the Bible Societies. The oldest Kurdish translation of a 
Bible section was printed in Constantinople (Istanbul) in^ 1856 
by the “ British and Foreign Bible Society.’ It was the Gospel 
of St Mathew, translated by an Armenian called Stephan, who 
had been employed by American missionaries in Diarbekir. 
Printing was done in the Armenian alphabet and next year, all 
the four Gospels were published the same way. 

In 1872, the “ American Bible Society ” published the N. T- 
in full, again in Istanbul and American sponsored Kurdish transla¬ 
tions of the New Testaments or parts of it in Armenian 
characters continued till 1914. In Persian Kurdistan, British- 
sponsored (Mukri and Kermanshahi dialect) translations of 
Bible sections appeared between 1894-1919. The latest one was 
done by a Lutheran missionary of Norwegian descent, the 
American Dr T-. O. Fossum. He also wrote a Kurdish Grammar 
and a Kurdish songbook. The latter contained the first endeav¬ 
our to create a Kurdish national anthem, written to the tune of 
“ Onward Christian soldiers.” Some of Fossum’s group stayed 
in Persian Kurdistan and it was from one of them that the late 
President of the “Autonomous Kurdish Republic of Mehabad ” 
(1945-46), Ghazi Mohammed, learnt English. Ghazi Mohammed 
was the Supreme Islamic Religious Judge of all Persian Kurdistan 
and later on hanged by the Persians because of ‘'separatism.” 
The same “ Lutheran Orient Mission” of Minneapolis that sent 
out Dr. Fossum is now planning to work in Persian Kurdistan 
again* 

After World War one, which resulted in a further partition 
of both Kurdistan and West-Asia as a whole, the first Kurdish 
Bible section translations in Arabic characters appeared. BFBS 
and ABs printed St Luke’s and St John’s Gospel in it in co¬ 
operation. This was in 1919. Three years later Rev. Riggs 
brought the Mathew’s, and Mark’s Gospels in Kurdish, Arabic 
script, in 1923 that of St Luke. 

A Latin-transcribed translation of a Bible part followed only 
after World War II. In the later twenties, Jeladet Bedir-Khan 
(of the ousted royal family of Botan) had developed a Latin 
transcription for Kurdish, very similar to the Kemal Ataturk 
introduced for Osmanli-Turkish, Kurdish being an Iranian (Indo* 
European) language, can be written better in Latin (or Cyrillic) 
characters than in Arabic ones. Now a Latin and an Arab trans¬ 
cription are competing for nation-wide use in Kurdistan, as are the 
Kurmanji dialect (spoken by 60% of the Kurds, mainly those in 
Turkish-Kurdistan) and the Sorani-dialect (spoken by 9%, mainly 
the Kurds round Sulaimaniyah in Iraqi Kurdistan). Most Bible 
translations are in Kurmanji. Solomon’s Proverbs appeared in 
Kurmanji-Kurdish under the title “ Metheloken Herrete 
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THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND POSSIBILITIES OF THE 
SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH IN INDIA* 

The Rev. Dr. V. C. [SAMUEL, Serampore College. 

It is a fact of history that Christianity reached India during ver} 
early times, and that till the sixteenth century it continued tc 
maintain itself as a branch of Eastern Christendom. However 

*The writer alone is responsible for the point of view expressed in this artick 
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the community which it perpetuated came subsequently to be 
divided into several sections, owing allegiance to different ecclesi¬ 
astical affiliations and loyalties. Among them all the major body 
that keeps to its eastern character and tradition is the Syrian 
Orthodox Church- The question, therefore, regarding its task 
in free India is not without any importance. 

For one thing, if Christianity is to be taken as consisting of 
the three broad divisions of Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, 
and Eastern Orthodoxy, the first two have a fairly considerable 
following almost all over India, and it is possible for them to 
make their respective Christian contributions to the life of the 
nation. As for the third, the one body through which it can 
show forth its spiritual dynamism in India is the Syrian Orthodox 
Church. The work and # witness of this ancient Church should 
therefore awaken interest, not only in the entire eastern Christen¬ 
dom, but also in Christians everywhere who are concerned to 
see it fulfil its God-given task in the land of its existence. 

But there is one difference. Whereas many at the leader¬ 
ship of the Roman Catholic Church or of any one of the major 
Portestant Churches in the world are very well acquainted with 
the problems, needs, and opportunities of the Church in India, 
practically none of the leaders of any one of the eastern Churches 
outside India know much on the subject. To say this is not to 
blame any one, but to state the fact, so that it may change. It is 
gratifying in the present context to take note of the meeting of 
ecclesiastical respresentatives of eastern Christendom that has 
been held in Rhodes during the last week of September. That 
the conveners of the assembly extended their invitation to the 
Syrian Orthodox Church in India to send two official visitors is 
most certainly an important event. Though the gathering at 
Rhodes may not have devoted much time to discuss the Church 
in India, it may legitimately be hoped that at similar assemblies 
of eastern Churches in future this will find a prominent place 
even on the agenda, and that thus the oversight of a long period 
of history will be amply rectified. 

The Church and its Mission 

As regards the task that lies before the Syrian Orthodox 
Church in India in our times, three areas may be specially 
mentioned. They are : —(i) the Church in relation to the chang¬ 
ing pattern of social, economic and political life of the nation ; 

(ii) the Church in relation to the renascence of Hinduism ; and 

(iii) the Church in relation to Church union movement in the 
country. 

Of these three areas, the first two have been taken seriously 
both by the Roman Catholic and by the Protestant Churches in 
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These two developments, as a matter of fact, are, ^ 
opinion of the present writer, clear opportunities for the Chut c 



17 


in India to enhance its area of service. The first, for instance, 
should be taken advantage of, not merely to carry on educational 
and social work, but also to explain why the Church is constrained 
to take interest in running schools, colleges and hospitals, or 
carrjdng on social service- This is specially relevant, because 
there is a rather widespread tendency among many educated 
Hindus to insist that Christianity should confine itself to social 
and educational work, without at all including evangelistic cam¬ 
paigns in its programme of activity. Since it comes from the 
Hindu emphasis that Hinduism is an all sufficient religion which 
is being misrepresented by Christians, it is necessary for the 
Church to make clear its faith : the Church should explain to the 
Hindu the spiritual basis of its social action. Needless to say, 
it is by meeting problems of this kind that Christianity will be 
able in India to expound its faith in relation to society. 

Furthermore, when once the Church opens its eyes to see 
these avenues of creative work, it will realise the need for trying 
to solve social and economic problems that are there in its own 
community. The Christian community, for example, is not above 
criticism in regard to its handling of economic disparities and 
social evils of various kinds found within itself. These should 
not have been there at all, but they are there and most certainly 
need solution; a sense of responsibility towards the world outside 
will give a deeper awareness of them. In any case, a neglect 
on the part of the Church in India to take seriously its task in 
the social, economic, and political spheres will leave it behind 
other communities to maintain itself an isolated and closed 
group—a position which is opposed to the very nature of the 
Church in the Christian faith. 

The problem raised by renascent Hinduism helps the Church 
in India in another way. The emphasis, for instance, made by 
modern Hindu apologists that Hinduism comprehends all spiritual 
ideals and principles ever known to man, or that Christianity 
does not include anything of ultimate meaning and significance 
which Hinduism does not already contain, is an occasion for the 
Christian to make clear his faith to the Hindu. However, this 
can be fruitfully undertaken only on the ground of an objective 
study of both classical and modern Hinduism by the Christian 
who, on his part, has a clear grasp of the Church’s faith. 

What is described here is not anything peculiar to India* As 
a matter of fact, Christianity does not exist anywhere in the 
world, whether in Europe or America, Russia or the Middle 
East, without being challenged in one way or another by the 
world outside. In all these places the Church has, according as 
the anomalies of history would permit it, to work out ways and 
means of communicating the faith, 



